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Claims 144 (GsftQekd) 

15. (Nigw) A top closure -pand for closing -a tap of aa opea-topped eomalner> said- panel- 
'Comprising at least one apertus-e for .receiviiig a portion of an- article held witMo said coijiainer, 
and a tear feature for enlarging the sisse of said at le^st one aperture, said tear ifeat^tre comprismg 
at least one discrete group of slits, said slits oi'said at least one discrete group rsdiaiirig from said 
at least one aperture, eaeli of s;rid slits of said at least os:ie discrcle group extending generally 
peTjHJTKiicukrdy to a notional radial line of said at least one aperture, saitl slits in said, al IsasC one 
discrete groiip hm% arranged such tbat rm^ox^al of ars article through said ^crtnre causes a fear 
to propagate to break portions of said top closure panel feetweea radially sacsessive slits of said 
at least one discrete group, said tear prepagsting divergently with respeci to said notios^al radial 
line thereby caasing IIk; size of said, at kast one apermrc to be p.rogre8sivcly increased. 

16. (Mew) Th& top closwe panel according to claitii IS wherdn. said at lea^ one aperture 
comprises imitating- iiieans l©r initiating tcamg of said pmsi, said initiating means being 
dlsposiirl between said at least one aperture and said at leasst one discrete gronp of slits. 

17. (New) 1'he top elosure pane( according to cla«n 16 \vbereiri said nrksating rBeaas 
comprises a cut linc disposed in registry with a notioaai radial Ib^e of said at least one a|>erture. 

IS. (New) The top closure panel aecording to claiin 16. wherein said iniiiating njeaPs 
coji^ prises a eat line e,xtending radially ftoni said at .Imt one apcmire generally toward a slit: of 
said at least on discreJe group closest to saM at kast one aperture. 
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1 9. (New) 11k top closure paMl scfeording to clalrsi I S whensin said ai kaBt one discrete 
group of sli(s mclisdes at least two slit% and wherein qbs: of said at least two aiits fiathest from 
said at least one aperture is lounger thmi mioihat om of said at least twe slits closest to Siii4 at kast 
one apetture, 

20, (New) The top closure psmi mrnvdsng to claim 15; wbe^-ein said least o^-^e discrete 
group of slits iBcludes five silts co^eerjtrically asxartgcd with respect to said at least one aperture 
such that one of said .live slits closest to said, at least one aperture is disposed i?t overlappirtg 
relation witli at least two of said five slits fuMisr spaced .fiom: said aperture, 

.21 . (New) The tmp closure panel jJccoRlixjg: to claim 1 5 wherein a temiination of oite slit of 
said at least orte feeret® gtoup is spaced betweeTs Imm mil Smtn IVorn: a tsnniaatlon of an 
adjacent sOt of said at least one discrete group. 

22, (New) The top ciostsre panel aecoroiifig to claims 1 5, lisriher coinprssiog retaiBing, means 
for preversting the top closure panel torn feeing eompleteiy released Irom said open top 
cant.a.teer, wllerein said j[*tai.ni;n,g mdim is so arranged as to engage complememafy retaining 
means pro^'i^ded. by satd 6|ieK"topp«d container, 

23, (New) The top closure pai)ei accofdirtg to claim IS whereiti said shts of said at least oao: 
discrete group are of substasitiaily sqiml. lengfK 

24 (M ew) Tbe top elosiM panel according to claim 1 5 wherein e^oh of slits of said at least 
one discrete gronp fiirlhest ;(tom said at least one aperture are iojlger than a slit elosest to said at 
least one aperture 
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25. (New) A. blank for forming a top closure paael ibr closing a ^op of au open-topped 
container, said blaiik having at least one apertiire for receiving a portioi^ of ais article, and a tear 
ieatuie for saiaxgiBg the size of said at least one apernirCj said tear leatiire eoniprislyjg at least one 
discrete group of slits, said slits of said at bast om di&ex&h g^oup raiiatiag ih>m saM al least one 
aperture, esch of sM sMts of said &t least om discrete gmap mtendmg geBorally perpendieularly 
to a Kotlonal radial lim of smd at least one aperture, said sHts of said at least one discrete groiip 
being arranged such tbai removal of an article through said .at least ©ae aperture causes a leax to 
propagate to break portions of said blasik between radmlly se.cccssive slits, said tear propagating 
divergently with respect to said noiioiial radial line, thereby causing the size of said at least one 
aperture to be progressively increased, 

26. (New) The blank accondtn^ to- claim 25 wherein said at ie-a^t one discrete group of slits 
eonrpr-ses at least two slits, and whereiji esch of slits of said at least one discrete grot^p furtbest 
iVoic said least oric aperture is longer than a sbt df said at least one dlsereie grcnip closesi to 
said at least one apcrtore. 

27. (Kew) The Mmik. aceording to elsims 35 wherein said at least one dlsefete group 
comprises initiatltjg: pTeaiYs fbr initiatmg tearing of said paiiel, said initiating iBea?^s extending 
feom an edge of said at least one aperture towards the slits of said ^ least one discrete group. 



